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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Thank you to our fantastic staff, students and community for
such a successful Term 2 2018. Students have been
representing the school in various sporting teams and at Star
Struck, other excursions covering all areas of the curriculum
including the arts, subject specific, special interest and
debating. The year 7 camp was also an excellent experience.
Thank you to our staff who not only take the excursions to give
our students these opportunities but also take extra lessons at
school to ‘cover’ classes for the staff member that is out on the
excursion.

All students have had their half yearly exams and reports are
being prepared for distribution.

Staffing

Congratulations to Miss Elysia Hickey who was successful with
her application to become a permanent teacher in the HSIE
Faculty at Gorokan High School, Miss Hickey will start in Term
4 once she finishes her commitments to her HSC class at
Narrabeen Sports High.

Semester 1 Reports and Parent Teacher Night

Junior Semester 1 reports will be posted home over the next
couple of weeks with parent teacher night being held on
Tuesday 31st July in the school hall and gymnasium. Bookings
can be made online through the parent portal system.

Uniform

Students are required to wear full school uniform at all times.
This is a requirement for the safety of our students so they are
easily identifiable on our school grounds and in our community.
Please ensure if your child is unable to wear uniform for any
reason that they have a note explaining why.

Three reasons for wearing school uniform

Safety - When all of our students are in uniform intruders are
easy to identify. People who come into the school without

permission, often to act aggressively towards our students, and
are easily spotted and controlled.

Pride - Our uniform engenders a sense of belonging to the
school and identification with the school. A positive school
spirit is a great aid in learning. Students who have a positive
attitude to their school, who approach it with pride, respect and
enjoyment are those who will look back on their school days
with pleasure and fondness.

Community Confidence - Our school is judged by the outside
community not only on its academic results or its sporting
prowess but on the image it presents -- the standards of dress
and conduct of its students. A negative impression in the eyes
of the public demeans our students.

Our P & C supports Gorokan High School in complying with
the Department of Education rules on core discipline. These
rules state that students must “maintain a neat appearance,
including adhering to the requirements of the school’s
uniform or dress code”.

Cyber Safety / Awareness

Year 9 and 10 had the NSW Police present some excellent
information on how to be ‘safe’ when using the internet,
including talking about the laws around the use of social media
and ‘sexting’. The Australian Federal Police and the
Commonwealth Bank also presented to a community forum
held at the school on how to keep your family safe when using
the internet.

Please ensure your children are safe on line by using the
appropriate filters and supervision on your home internet. It is
all too easy for our kids to unwittingly get caught up giving
out personal information over the internet. Simple things like
‘tagging’ and ‘checking in’ via Facebook can give undesirables
their current location potentially putting them at risk of harm.

It is also very important that students do not send or ‘post’
inappropriate images of themselves and others. The laws
around this type of behaviour are very strict and unfortunately
once these images are sent you no longer have control over
what happens with them nor who gets to see them.

1

www.princexml.com
Prince - Non-commercial License
This document was created with Prince, a great way of getting web content onto paper.



Staff Thanks

Thank you to our amazing staff that is committed to giving our
students not only the best education possible but a memorable
school experience. The number of extra-curricular opportunities
offered by our school are many, none of which are possible
without a dedicated and enthusiastic staff.

Pride of Workmanship Award

Principal Sam Ricketts nominated Head Teacher of CAPA, Julia
Harvey-Trappel for the Rotary Club of Northlakes Toukley's
Pride of Workmanship Awards. The CAPA Faculty and school
community are extremely pleased that Ms Harvey-Trappel was
acknowledged for her outstanding dedication to both students
and staff.

Sam Ricketts - Principal Gorokan High School, JuliaSam Ricketts - Principal Gorokan High School, Julia
Harvey-Trappel – Head Teacher CAPA and Peter Ward –Harvey-Trappel – Head Teacher CAPA and Peter Ward –

District Governor of Rotary at the Awards Night in May, 2018District Governor of Rotary at the Awards Night in May, 2018

Sam Ricketts
Principal

WELFARE News

Pathways to Wellbeing at Gorokan High
School

Year Advisor Reports

Year 7

The first half of their first year at high school is
now coming to an end for Year 7. Term 2 has
been an exciting but busy time for the year
group, with NAPLAN tests, Wellbeing
activities, the Athletics and Cross Country Carnivals, Half-yearly
exams and the trip to the Great Aussie Bush Camp. Not only
that, but many students have had the opportunity to be involved
in fantastic programs such as Free to be me, Love Bites,
Ready, Fire, Aim and the Starstruck performance extravaganza.
I would like to thank all students in Year 7 for their patience and
ability to adapt and excel with all of the changes to routine this
term and continue to do their best in and outside the
classroom.

A big congratulations needs to go out to all of our students that
have participated in all of our school carnivals and represented
their houses. I must also acknowledge the efforts of our
sportspeople that have done us all proud and represented
Gorokan High School at Zone and Sydney North competitions,

as well as those in Central Coast Knock-out competitions. Well
done!

The Great Aussie Bush Camp excursion has now come and
gone, but the memories of this camp will live for a long time
after. It was such a pleasure to see 120 of our Year 7 students
brave the elements and get involved in some activities that
they have never done before. Students pushed themselves to
what they thought were limits and then beyond when they
participated in some of the most amazing outdoor recreation
around. New friendships were formed throughout the three
days and will surely continue long into life. A huge thank you
must go to the instructors at camp and all of the Gorokan High
School staff that gave up their time for the three days to help
make this camp such a success. Thanks once again to Mr
McCutcheon, Ms Buchanan, Mr Drelincourt, Ms Ahmed,

Mr Underwood, Mrs Barlow and Mr Buxton.

I am looking forward to see what the second half of this year
has in store for Year 7. With all the craziness of the first
semester over and students now used to life at Gorokan High
School, Terms 3 and 4 are shaping up to be an interesting and
exciting time for Year 7.

Matthew Pascoe

Year 8

Hello Year 8

Semester One 2018 is coming to a close and what a time it has
been. We have witnessed exceptional behaviour and academic
excellence across many classes and individual students. This
time last year we would have just been on the Great Aussie
Bush Camp excursion, how time flies when you are having fun.

In the sporting arena, one of our very own Year 8 Students
has been smashing it in the swimming pool. Caitlin Montgomery
has progress through to the National Swimming event which is
taking place in Tasmania. We will be having a fundraiser during
the last week of Term 2 to support her and wish her all the very
best. On behalf of the cohort I would just like to say that we are
all extremely proud of your achievements and you are a credit
to yourself and your family. No matter the outcome we know
you will continue to strive to achieve greatness.

I look forward to another busy and successful Semester Two,
enjoy the upcoming holidays. Stay Safe and be kind to one
another.

Daniel Jonovski

Year 9

Year 9 is full of enthusiastic and energetic students who have
had a very busy Term 2. Students have applied themselves
both in and out of the classroom and across all Key Learning
areas. The students have had to adjust to the increased
demands of the commencement of Stage 5 including the extra
workload and teacher expectations whilst juggling other
commitments both in and out of school. They have impressed
me with the way in which they are doing this. I am thoroughly
enjoying being year advisor and getting to know such a
wonderful enthusiastic, caring and fun group of young people!

2



We have had many students involved in a variety of activities
throughout this very busy term. Students have been competing
in school sporting teams, representing the school in Cross
Country and Athletics, assisting with the Year 6 Showcase
evening and numerous welfare programs – including The Top
Blokes program and the Stand Tall excursion organized by H
Buchanan –just to name a few of the activities.

The general attendance of the year 9 students has been very
good – with many who have a fantastic 100%! A reminder that
if a student is away for 3 days in a row documentation is
required for example a doctor’s certificate if the reason is due
to illness. If the required attendance rate is not met a student
may be at risk of repeating Year 9.

Gold Coast Excursion – Term 4 (26/11/18 -30/11/18)

The excitement is building!

A second letter was handed out last week outlining the cost
of $710 and an itinerary of the excursion. A payment plan
was also included. Please ensure you meet these dates and if
you have any concerns please don’t hesitate to call or email
kim.j.mclean@det.nsw.edu.au. If you have changed your mind
and cannot attend please contact me ASAP to allow others the
opportunity to attend.

I look forward to meeting you all at the parent teacher interviews
at the start of next term.

Kind regards
Kim McLean

Year 10

Term 2 is coming to a close and I would like to thank all of my
Year Group for an enjoyable first semester. We had the biggest
group of students ever running through the ALPS program, so
ably lead by Mr. Glachan and Mr. Anderson.

Central Australia is getting close and the students have done
an amazing job with their fundraising. Students raised $3500 in
the rotary raffle to go towards the trip, money was also raised
at a fantastic Bunnings BBQ where many staff and students
dedicated their time outside of school to assist in the selling of
sausages.

I’d like to give a special thanks to Mr. Jonovski, Mr. Pascoe and
Ms. Manu, who gave up nearly their entire day to help.

Students have been very successful in some of the programs
they have participated in, such iTrack, Certificate 1 in Financial
Services, Topblokes and the Stand Tall Seminar in Darling
Harbour.

Reports will be sent home Week 10 and I’d like to say a big well
done on a pretty amazing year group all round.

Take care over the holiday period and see you all Term 3

Thanks
Jeff Costa

Year 11

Another term is nearly over and you have all been working
extremely well completing your assessment task. Only one term
left to knuckle down and keep working hard before year 12 and
the HSC begins.

Our jumpers are finally on their way! With this chilly weather they
will be put to good use and look great on all of you. If you still
have outstanding money can you please pay it so I can give you
your jumper.

The annual snow trip is fast approaching, which is happening
Week 3 Term 3, 7th August – 10th August. All notes and
important information has gone home. If you haven’t returned
the necessary notes could you please do so before the school
holidays! There is plenty of snow with this cold weather so make
sure you keep making regular payments as I would hate for you
to miss out on this wonderful opportunity. Thank you to those
who have already done both.

The process for the 2019 school leader will also be happening
next term after we return from the snow. If you are interested in
this please come and see me for an application form.

Please remember if you are having difficulty with school, work,
home or just want to have a chat please don’t hesitate to come
and see me so I can support you.

Thanks
Lauren Goldie

Year 12

The start of the year for our Year 12 cohort has been extremely
busy and this has continued into Term 2. Students are
completing assessment tasks and engaging in all lessons for
their chosen HSC subjects. Thank you to the year group for
their support of the Athletics and Cross Country Carnival
fundraisers, as well as all of the jobs they have continued to fulfil
as the seniors of the school.

Remember support networks throughout the school are
endless so please access these as much as possible to help
you get through- this includes the Senior Supported Study
sessions on Monday and Wednesday afternoons in the library.

A massive thankyou to Ms Thompson for all of her help, support
and organisation of the Careers Expos, Defence Force Talks
and Uni and TAFE information sessions. These sessions have
been invaluable for our senior students to help them understand
the expectations and opportunities that are available to them
after school.

Next term will be your final term here at Gorokan High School
so please make it your best one yet. Keep striving for your
personal best while displaying the core values of GHS in
respect, cooperation and empowerment. You are fantastic role
models for our junior students and I wish you all the very best of
luck in your trial exams early next term and for the rest of your
time in the HSC leading up to final exams.

Literally 10 fortnights to go until you can relax and play Fortnite.
Make it your best effort and never give up. Always remember…
If you can’t be good- be great. Train hard, fight easy!

Thanks
Ben Glachan
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SCIENCE News

Luna Park

In April, 60 Year 10 students travelled to Luna Park to
participate in a “Physics Is Fun” excursion. They had been
studying Physics and were looking at the Physics involved in
theme park rides. A wonderful day was had by all, with many
lessons learned about the mechanics behind having fun.

Cubes in Space

Our 10P class has been involved in an international competition
called Cubes in Space. This saw the students working together
to design an experiment to fit into a 4cm cube to be launched
into space. Two of the proposals put forward by our class were
chosen to be launched into space – one testing coffee beans
and the other testing levels of BPA leeching from plastics. Our
students’ proposals were chosen from more than 400 entries
worldwide (representing about 10,000 students) and are due to
launch on June 21. We are very excited to have our wonderful
students represented internationally!

Taronga Zoo Visit

On June 14, our Year 11 Investigating Science class visited
Taronga Zoo as a part of their depth study on animal
observations. They spent some time observing animal
behaviour in captivity as well as attending workshops that were
held by the keepers. The students were also treated to a private
seal show, where the keepers showed different seal species

and the differences in temperament. All of the students had a
lovely day in the sunshine, walking around the zoo.

Frank Mesina
Head Teacher -Science

MATHS News
As it is coming to end of the Term, years 7 to 10 will be doing
their Term Test in week 10 on the topics covered this term.
All students should be preparing a hand written A4 summary
sheet in preparation, with formulas, examples and reminders on
it. All students have received a notification outlining the topics
covered.

Students are expected to have their own calculator for all
lessons. The preferred calculator is The Casio fx-82AU Plus II
which is available for sale at the front office for $22

At the beginning of Term 3 Mathematics Excel Revision and
Examination Workbooks will be available for sale at the front
office for $15. Below is the recommended book for each class
and year group.

Classes Book

7P, 7C & 7R Year 7 Extension Revision &
Examination Workbook

7Mat1, 7Mat2,7Mat3 &
7Mat4

Year 7 Revision & Examination
Workbook

8P, 8C & 8R Year 8 Extension Revision &
Examination Workbook

8Mat1, 8Mat2, 8Mat3 &
8Mat4

Year 8 Revision & Examination
Workbook

9P, 9Mat1 Year 9 Extension Revision &
Examination Workbook

9Mat2, 9Mat3, 9Mat4 &
9Mat5

Year 9 Revision & Examination
Workbook

10P & 10Mat1 Year 10 Extension Revision &
Examination Workbook

10Mat2, 10Mat3, 10Mat4
& 10Mat5

Year 10 Revision & Examination
Workbook

Year 12 Standard Books for the new course will be available in
the near future and these will be on sale for $23 from the front
office. Students will be advised when they are available.

The Mathematics Department runs an after school Maths
Centre where students are able to come and work on
homework and assessment preparation. This runs every
Monday afternoon from 2:30 to 3:30. Students should bring
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their own work, teachers are then able to give assistance with
specific questions or concepts.

Karen Bellamy
Head Teacher - Maths

CAPA News

Annual GATS Enrichment Day

On the 18th of May the CAPA faculty held the annual GATS
Enrichment Day for Year 8 students who have shown talent
and interest in the Creative and Performing Arts. On the day
students attended two out of the four workshops held.

Music – Composition

Drama - Students started with warmup games that gave them a
taste for what will be on offer for Year 9 Drama next year. These
warmups are designed to get the students to work together
and improvise. They then participated in theatre sports games,
including the ever popular Space Jump where students created
new scenes as new actors join the stage. Drama was extremely
successful, students and teacher enjoying all the activities.

Visual Arts

Students looked at a variety of lino prints
and then designed their own lino block
using insect images for inspiration.
Students needed to transfer their image to
the lino block and then cut out their image,
using lino tools and being careful not to cut themselves in the
process. The blocks were then printed using the press. This
creative bunch of students produced some wonderful images
and they were able to take home their own limited edition print
on stonehenge paper.

Photography

Students in this group used SLR digital cameras and created
five different types of photographs using five different camera
settings. Portraiture with studio lighting, light box to photograph
miniature objects, still life photography, macro photography
outdoors with close-ups of nature and manmade objects and
lastly speed photography capturing movement and freeze
frame. Students all enjoyed the workshop and produced some
amazing creative photographs.

Students and teachers enjoyed the GATs enrichment day and
appreciated the extended time to immerse themselves in a
creative workshop.

Julia Harvey Trappel
Head Teacher – Creative and Performing Arts

PDHPE News

There has been plenty happening in PDHPE
during Term 2:

7-10 PDHPE classes have just finished the Athletics Unit
where students demonstrated some outstanding performances
in a variety of running, jumping and throwing events. Students
were then able to apply their skills at the GHS Athletics Carnival
where multiple records were broken. Classes have now
resumed the second unit of the term, consisting of; Gymnastics
(Years 7 & 9) and Dance (Years 8 & 10). Please be aware that
the gymnastics equipment is not to be used, unless under the
direct supervision of your classroom teacher.

Elective PASS and SLR classes have been participating in
a variety of hands on learning experiences during Term 2;
including, Coaching, Fitness Testing, Campcraft and Defensive
Structures of Rugby League. Student directed coaching
sessions have been a major theme, as students are able to
increase their confidence, communication, organisation and
problem solving skills. Some memorable activities include;
Wrestling, Archery Tag, Gridiron and Rock Climbing. The
Outdoor Pursuits class are looking forward to their Outdoor
Challenge Excursion at the Wyrrabalong National Park.

Senior PDHPE and CAFS classes are now well into the
Preliminary and HSC Courses. All subjects are currently
working on the second core unit of work and reflecting on their
performance from the Half Yearly Examinations. Students are
reminded that hard work at this time of the year will make things
easier come the Trial Exams. Due dates for Assessment Tasks
are as follows;

11 PDHPE – Core 2 Task – Written Report & Program
Design (Week 10, Term 2)
11 CAFS – Individual & Groups – Movie Review (Week
10, Term 2)
12 PDHPE – No Task – Just working hard/revising
12 CAFS – Groups in Context – GLBTI Pamphlet (Week
10 - Term 2)

Mr Glachan (Jnr) and the PE Faculty have implemented an
indoor soccer competition during recess and lunch time known
as The Goro Cup. This extra-curricular activity allows students
to participate in a variety of friendly matches in teams
represented by various countries participating in the 2018 FIFA
World Cup in Moscow. Students have responded really well
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to the concept, showing plenty of enthusiasm and pride when
playing for their respective country. This tournament will
continue until the end of term and prizes will be given out to the
overall winners. Although the teachers team are currently the
red hot favourites.

Please remember that students are required to bring a change
of clothes for all practical lessons and be expected to
participate as normal. GHS Sport Shirts are only to be worn
during PE Lessons or on Thursdays. You must wear normal
GHS Uniform at all other times.

PDHPE Subject Awards:

Personal Best Award – Jacinta Rose Burley – Jacinta
consistently demonstrates a willingness to achieve her personal
best standard in all aspects of PDHPE. She is a regular
contributor in class discussion, completes assessments to a
high standard and attempts all practical activities with the desire
to improve. Jacinta also attends all GHS Sporting Carnivals,
is involved in the arts and drama, as well as a host of other
extra-curricular activities.

Co-operation Award – Trey Marshall – Trey has shown
significant development recently in regards to his support and
contribution towards the PE Staff. He regularly seeks
opportunities to support the Faculty with the setup and pack up
of sporting equipment during PE/Sport lessons, chairs and the
stage for whole school activities as well as administration work
that needs to be completed.

Respect Award – Grant Wooden (Junior) - This young man
consistently displays respect to the PE Faculty, always being
courteous and polite when asking to borrow a football during
recess and lunch. He never needs to be reminded to use his
manners, and due to this, the PE department are more than
willing to support him with the borrowing of equipment.

Empowerment Award – Zac Dowdell – Zac is a hardworking
student who consistently displays a willingness to improve in all
aspects of PDHPE. Zac’s ability to empower others through his
supportive and respectful nature is a highly valued trait that is
appreciated by his teachers and peers. Zac’s ability to impact
others in a positive way demonstrates his mature approach and
leadership capabilities.

Lisa Ricketts & Joel Anderson
Relieving PDHPE Head Teachers

SPORT News

Sport Report

We have had an extremely busy sporting term with carnivals,
zone meets, representative teams and Sydney North trials
keeping students active and involved in physical activity. Win,
lose or draw, a common theme amongst the students of
Gorokan High School has been effort, commitment and
personal best. The teachers who volunteer their time to take out
sporting teams are consistently praising the way in which our
students represent the school within the community.

Athletics

The Athletics Carnival was held on Monday the 14th of May
after postponement of the original Term One date due to poor
weather. The cool weather appeared to deter some
competitors; however, the majority of students who attended
participated extremely well and some outstanding athletic ability
was on display.

With the 1500m run and the Javelin still to be held at school,
the battle for age champions continues and will be announced
shortly after.

The Zone Athletics Carnival is scheduled to be held in Week 10
on Wednesday the 4th of July.

Cross Country

In a short turnaround from athletics, the regular Thursday
afternoon school sport was put on standby to host the Cross
Country Championships. Participants were able to compete in
the championship event or partake in a shortened fun-run to
earn participation points for their house.

Age champions on the day were:

Girls Boys

12 Years Olivia Charlton Owen Lumby

13 Years Emma Vincent Cohen Wallis-Semple

14 Years Caitlin Montgomery Dylan Collins

15 Years Matilda Taylor Harry Wetherall

16 Years Jessica Jamieson Connor Lawrence

17 Years Jade Hawes Robert Cooper

The following students also gained selection to compete at
Sydney North Cross Country after placing in the top ten for the
respective age groups:

Owen Lumby, Ryan Sams, Cohen Wallis-Semple, Olivia
Charlton, Matilda Taylor, Hannah Vincent, Jessica Jamieson,
Madison Petrie, Tara Wagstaff & Jade Hawes.
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Volleyball

The open girls Volleyball team have continued their impressive
form that saw them progress past The Forest HS and Erina
HS back in Term One. They went on to defeat Gosford High
School at home before travelling down for a tough away fixture
against Concord High. They conceded the first set but bounced
back well, demonstrating some outstanding resilience to win
the next three sets and progress through to the Sydney North
Semi-Final. The girls unfortunately went down to a very strong
and experienced Riverside Girls High School. Their effort and
attitude was extremely pleasing and the fact that the girls only
experience is during school time is truly inspirational.

Futsal

The 14’s, 16’s and Open’s boys and girls Futsal teams
represented Gorokan in the Central Coast Futsal
Championships during week 7. All teams played extremely well
throughout the entire competition, demonstrating excellent skill,
teamwork and sportsmanship. The teams were unfortunate to
draw some tough pools but still managed to earn some great
victories throughout the tournament.

Rugby League

The under 13's Boys Rugby League team recently represented
Gorokan High School in the All Schools Country Cup gala day.
The boys started off the day with a heroic defensive effort,
combined with two try's to Jeremy Gonzales, leading to a
victory over Brisbane Water Secondary College. Our team failed
to make finals for the day but put in an effort that they should
all be proud of. The boys displayed sportsmanship and respect
throughout the day. MPV for the day was Declan Hicks who
displayed outstanding leadership qualities and an inspiring
defensive effort each game.

Open Girls Football

The Open Girls Football team competed in a tough double
header as a part of their round 1 and 2 Sydney North Football
competition. The girls won their first game over Wyong with
some strong performances from players such as Hannah
Vincent, Krystyne Brown, Tyler Robb and Jade Hawes. Our
goalkeeper Jacquelyn Chandler pulled off some fantastic saves
to help guide the girls to a victory.

The second game against Gosford proved difficult, with several
injuries late in the first game to key players and tired legs from
the previous 80 minutes of football.

The girls unfortunately went down to Gosford who went on
to win the Sydney North region and progress to the State
Championships.

Sydney North Representatives

Congratulations to the following students who were selected
to represent the entire region of Sydney North in their chosen
sports:

Keegan Phillips Golf

Gabrielle Shaw Hockey

Reegan Peterson Lawn Bowls

Jesse Rigby Lawn Bowls

Michael Whitton Rugby League

Jack Morrison Rugby League

Jacob Tauraki Rugby League

Special mention goes to Chailend Malinowski (Gymnastics)
who came first in the Sydney North trials to progress to
the state championships held in August. On top of this
fantastic school achievement, Chailend has competed at
the national titles in Melbourne in the Level 8 Gymnastics
competition. She earned two golds and a silver medal
along the way to earn the title of Overall National
Champion. Congratulations Chailend.

Ben Glachan & Luke Sharpe
Relieving Sport Co-ordinators

Library News

New Books for 2018

At GHS we are constantly adding to our fiction collection and
if your student has something they would like to see in our
collection they can let library staff know. We have added some
new fiction series this term and well as new graphic novel
series.
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Library Hours for 2018

8am each day

Recess each day except Friday Week B Lunch each day. The
library is CLOSED for the first 10 minutes of lunch to allow
students to eat.

We are sometimes closed for exams or meetings a sign will be
put in the front window to let students know what is happening.

Borrowing

Years 7 – 10 may borrow 2 fiction and 2 nonfiction books.

Years 11 – 12 may borrow 6 fiction and 6 nonfiction books as
well as specific subject textbooks that are required for course
work.

Most books can be borrowed for 2 weeks and can be renewed
if required. Books can be returned between 8am and 2.35pm.

Students with overdue books will not be unable to borrow
until they have returned overdue books. Overdue notices are
read out in English classes fortnightly. Any issues with overdue
books please see Ms Powell ASAP. If library books have been
lost please let the library know so we can arrange for
replacement or payment.

Senior study periods in the library

These are timetabled periods and students must sign at the
front desk for each study period that is on their timetable.

Study periods are not free periods, students are expected to
follow library rules and behave in an appropriate manner.
Students must use the space respectfully, are not place feet
on any of the furniture and need to take care when using
computers and report any issues promptly.

Study periods are for:

Timetabled study periods are not for:

SSS – Supported Senior Study

2.30pm – 4.15pm in the Library each Monday and Wednesday

It is a place for quiet study, with teacher supervision and access
to computers and resources with light refreshments including
hot chocolate for attendees.

The Library Charge bar

The library has installed a Charge bar for students to recharge
their devices. Charge bars are now very popular in the wider
community and can be found at universities, cafes and airports.

Students will be able to use the Library charge bar before
school, recess and lunch. We have power points and USB
ports. Students will need to bring their own charging cable and
stay with their device while it is charging.

World Book Online

GHS subscribes to World Book online. It is very much like the
World Book Encyclopaedia except digital. It is user friendly is
suitable for all high school age groups.

The World Book Web includes several reference sites that
feature:

A vast collection of primary source documents, thousands of
editor-selected Web sites, research tools, including a timeline
and citation builder, current magazine and newspaper
selections.

Students can make individual accounts to save their research
into for future use.

GO TO:

http://www.worldbookonline.com/

See library staff for LOG-IN and PASSWORDS

Other services
PRINTING – Printing for assignments is available in black and
white for 10c and colour for 20c and photocopying is also
available for the same prices. Or you can email their work to Ms.
Powell at samantha.powell@det.nsw.edu.au and she will print
it.

TIMETABLES - Students can also have their timetable
reprinted at recess and lunch for 50c.

Samantha Powell
Teacher Librarian

CAREERS News
Term two as always, has been extremely busy.

I have continued to help students with writing Resumes and
Cover Letters when they are applying for apprenticeships and
casual work.

• Revising school work, organising work and
summarising information.

• Completing activities that were started during class
time.

• Working on assessment tasks.

• Completing homework.

• Preparing for examinations.

• Reading.

• Socialising.

• Playing games on or offline, playing music or using
social media.

• Wandering around the school.

• Disrupting others.
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Students must first complete a hand written draft on the
scaffold that I give them and as part of the process I teach them
how to professionally layout their resume and applications and
how to update them in the future.

Guest Speakers in Term 2

During term 2 we have had representatives from Newcastle
University, TAFE NSW, Central Coast Group Training Company
and The Defence Force present sessions to students in year 10,
11 and 12 about their post school options.

Central Coast Group Training Company talked to students who
are considering applying for apprenticeships or traineeships.
The advice given included, having Work Experience in your
chosen area, having your resume and application letter clearly
set out and checked by the Careers Advisor for wording and
relevance to the job, and how to dress and prepare for
interviews.

The Subject Expo Night

This was held for year 8 and year 10 students and their parents,
on 22nd May were once again very well attended. It was a very
successful school community function.

Thanks to Ms Jacobs for organising the night and also to all the
staff for their efforts in setting up the hall, preparing the displays
and information leaflets as well as making themselves available
to speak with students and parents on the night.

We also appreciate that representatives from the University
of Newcastle, TAFE, State Training, Youth Connections and
Central Coast Group Training were able to attend.

This night has been followed by Senior Subject Selection
Interviews, for year 10 students and their parents, which are
conducted by the Careers Advisor, in conjunction with the
Aboriginal Education Officer and our relevant support staff.

Year 8 and 9 students have been given their Elective Subject
Forms, to make their choices for next year and these are due to
be handed in at the Careers Office by 29th June.

Central Coast Careers Pathways Expo

The excursion to Cooranbong on Tuesday 26th June which will
be attended by year 10 and year 12 students.

This is an excellent opportunity to speak to people from all
areas of tertiary education and industries, such as health,
construction, hair and beauty, just to name a few.

U Need Information Session for Year 12 students

This took place on the 20th June and Year 12 students and
their parents were invited to attend the night. I presented the
session and was supported on the night by both the Head
Teacher Teaching and Learning, Kat Hand, who was and Ben
Glachan the Year Advisor for year 12

Students were given an information pack containing leaflets and
extra information about Entry Pathways into University.

A highlight of the night was the participation of four or our 2017
year 12 students, Emily Bagot, Emily McBride, Josh Pearson
and Hayley Sherry, who shared their personal experiences of
their pathways into University. Many thanks to these students
whose contributions were very much appreciated by everyone.

Courses being offered in Terms 3 and 4

Workplace Health and Safety White card Construction
Induction Courses are booked for Term 3 and 4. This course
is compulsory for all Year 10 students who want to do Work
Experience in the Construction Industry.

Below is a photo of the students who did the White card Course
in May 2018:

RSA and RCG courses have been booked for Year 12 to do
after their Trial HSC Exams. To secure a place in these courses
the fees are to be paid by the 30th July.

If you have any questions or would like further information,
please contact the school and if I am not available at the time
the office staff will pass on your message to me.

Susanne Thompson
Careers Advisor

GATS News
The selective class entry for years 8 to 10 closes on the
27th of July. We are having numerous applicants coming from
our own school and from other schools. Those students will
sit a test on the 24th August at the school library. Only a
few positions are vacant in our selective classes. Therefore, the
competition for placement will be rigorous. The outcomes for
entry in the selective class will be sent by mail at the beginning
of Term 4. Application forms and procedures are available in
our school webpage or the front office.

The UNSW ICAS competitions Science and Writing have been
completed this semester and results are going to be delivered
next term. The tests are challenging and all the participants had
applied a consistent effort to achieve their best.

Extra-curricular activities for our selective classes are
organised by the different faculties, check our school Facebook
page for posts and photos of our current activities.

The reports from the first semester have shown that the majority
of the students have achieved excellent results and this is a
reflection of their consistent effort and diligence in class. For
those students who need extra help with task management and
study skills, an improvement program has been developed.
Students are recommended by their teachers to participate
in this program and parents will be informed by mail. The
improvement program is not a discipline program. It is a
teaching and learning program to increase and develop study
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skills, time and task management of students who needs to
catch up with the high standards expected in the selective
class.

The GHS STEM Academy is well and truly on his way.
Students from year 7 and 8 mentored by a group of year 9
are learning new skills in science, mathematics, engineering and
technology. A group of dedicated teachers are overseen the
STEM Academy and we are very grateful for volunteering for
this challenge. The STEM Academy is a project together with
Sydney University. At the moment, students are working on
drones and soon they will prepare the solar challenge cars for
our competition. The excursion to the Powerhouse Museum in
Sydney was the highlight of the semester.

NSW GOVERNMENT – EDUCATION
STANDARDS AUTHORITY

Other School Events

Parliament House visit

On May 16, our school captains were invited by our local MP,
David Harris, for a personal tour around Parliament House in
Sydney. They were taken to see his office, the chambers and
areas of parliament where the general public are not allowed
to go. They then were treated to an amazing 3 course lunch in
the parliamentary restaurant before sitting in on question time.
It was a great day and our school was very well represented by
our wonderful captains, Jacqui and Liutu.

COMMUNITY News
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